
 

 

Samuel Torrence has been a member of the Jack Cooper Holdings Board of Directors since 
May 2011. Mr. Torrence retired on July 1, 2008 as President and Chief Operating Officer of Just 
Born, Inc. (“Just Born”), a privately owned confectionary candy manufacturer distributing its 
products nationally and in over 50 countries worldwide. Prior to Just Born, Mr. Torrence was 
Executive Vice President of Mack Trucks, Inc. (“Mack”). At Mack, Mr. Torrence’s responsibilities 
included parts warehousing and distribution, quality and administration (human resources, labor 
relations, health and welfare, training and development). Mr. Torrence was also chief 
spokesman for national union negotiations with the United Auto Workers during his tenure with 
Mack. Mr. Torrence was active in the integration and consolidation of Mack with Volvo Trucks 
North America after Mack’s purchase by Volvo in 2001. From 1985 until his appointment at 
Mack, Mr. Torrence was Executive Vice President of Human Resources and Total Quality 
Management for Bridgestone USA. For a period of time, he also oversaw the purchasing and 
warehouse & distribution functions. He was active in Bridgestone’s acquisition of Firestone in 
1989, and subsequent integration and consolidation. Mr. Torrence was chief spokesman for 
national negotiations with the United Rubber Workers during his tenure at Bridgestone. He 
began his career with General Motors Corporation in 1969. Mr. Torrence previously served as 
an adjunct professor at DeSales University, instructing undergraduate business, strategic 
planning and MBA courses. Mr. Torrence served as a guest lecturer at DeSales and several 
Universities in the Lehigh Valley. Graduating from General Motors Institute (now Kettering 
University), Mr. Torrence went on to earn a Juris Doctor degree and is licensed to practice law 
(now retired) in Ohio. In 2015, Mr. Torrence was selected as an outstanding director by the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle and the Atlanta Chapter of the NACD. Mr. Torrence is an NACD 
Governance Fellow and brings significant leadership to the Board, particularly with respect to 
the automotive and trucking industries. 


